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from, which demonstration is excluded, it. is impos-
sible, from the "nature of the case, absolutely to dis-
prove any, even the wildest, hypothesis which may be
framed. It may freely be granted, moreover, that
some of the Scripture Miracles, if they stood alone,
might reasonably be referred to natural principles of
which we were ignorant, or resolved into some happy
combination of accidental circumstances. For our
purpose, it is quite sufficient if there be a considerable
number which no sober judgment would attempt to
deprive of their supernatural character by any suppo-
sition of our ignorance of natural laws, or of exagge-
ration in the narrative. Raising the dead and giving
sight to the blind by a word, feeding a multitude with
the casual pro visions which one individual among them
had with him, healing persons at a distance, and walk-
ing on the water, are facts, even separately taken, far
beyond the conceivable effects of artifice or accident;
and much more so when they meet together in one
and the same history. And here Hume's argument
from general experience is in point, which at least
proves that the ordinary powers of nature are unequal
to the production of works of this kind. It becomes,
then, a balance of opposite probabilities, whether gra-
tuitously to suppose a multitude of perfectly unknown
causes, and these, moreover, meeting in one and the
same history, or to have recourse to- one, and that a
known power, then miraculously exerted for an extra-